STUDY GUIDE FOR “THE BIG ONE-OH”

1. Charley and his mom don’t always see eye to eye, but it’s clear that he loves her very much.  Can you name some of the things that Charley admires and likes about his mom?  

2. Can you think of qualities that you admire and like in your mom and dad?

3. Charley’s sister Lorena seems to always be critical of her little brother, and yet on the day of his big party, Lorena offers to help him out.   Why do you think Lorena finally decided to be nice to Charley?

4. Do you have a brother or sister?  How do you treat them?  How do they treat you?  

5. When Charley started writing his HOW TO MAKE FRIENDS list, he came up with things like, “You can buy friends with gifts,” and “You can get friends with sympathy;”  but Charley soon discovered that those things don’t really work.  How do you think people make friends?  And what do you look for in another person when you’re thinking about making them your friend?

6. When the story begins,  Charley doesn’t have a single friend, and yet he approaches certain people in his class.   Can you remember what it was that Charley liked and admired about:

a. Donna Pointer?

b. Leo Jacobi?

c. Darryl Egbert?

7. Charley has other classmates who demand his attention.  Can you describe Charley reactions to:




a. Jennifer Mobley?

b. Cougar (Leland) Plunk?

8. Charley learned about cooking from his dad, and now he makes fancy meals for his entire family.  What do you think about Charley’s skills in the kitchen?   Would you eat something that Charley had cooked?

9. Do you have any skills that are unusual for a person your age?  Is there any kind of talent that you practice so much that you’ve become very good at it?

10. Charley admits that he falls off his skateboard “about five hundred times” while riding to school in the mornings.  What would you say to Charley to encourage him to keep trying to get better at skateboarding?

11. Charley likes to collect and catalogue every issue of Monsters & Maniacs.  Do you collect anything?  Where do you keep your collection?  And how do you organize it?

12. Charley faces a lot of disappointments as he tries to organize  his tenth birthday party.   Have you ever worked very hard at anything  that didn’t always go the way you had planned?  What was it?   How did it turn out?

